
2514 Oct. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

medical care and the delivery of key services,
including disability benefits.

I also am pleased that, in response to my
veto, Congress has dropped a rider on the
Energy/Water bill that would have under-
mined key environmental protections by pre-
venting a return to more natural flows on
the Missouri River. These forward steps are
clear proof of the progress we can achieve
when we work together to address the Na-
tion’s priorities.

Joint Statement With Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh
October 19, 2000

Today, in their first meeting since Presi-
dent Clinton’s historic trip to Bangladesh in
March, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and
President Clinton renewed and strengthened
the excellent ties enjoyed by our two democ-
racies and expressed their conviction that
U.S.-Bangladeshi relations should deepen
and broaden in the years ahead. The two
leaders also expressed satisfaction with con-
tinuing constructive consultations between
government officials of both countries.

The United States and Bangladesh are two
of the world’s most populous democracies.
In keeping with the commitment to democ-
racy our two nations enthusiastically en-
dorsed in Warsaw in June 2000, Bangladesh
and the United States expressed their com-
mon commitment to the free and fair con-
duct of elections, strengthening democratic
institutions and the rule of law. The Presi-
dent appreciated the Prime Minister’s reiter-
ation of her commitment to strengthening
democracy and democratic institutions and
the expression of her determination to fur-
ther encourage efforts for independent elec-
tion monitoring, particularly for national
elections under a caretaker government.

The President expressed satisfaction and
appreciation for Bangladesh’s role in fos-
tering international peace and cooperation,
as well as the Prime Minister’s efforts to re-
duce tensions in the South Asian region. The
two leaders agreed it is essential for the
United States and Bangladesh to coordinate
positions on major issues that come before
the United Nations Security Council and

other international fora. Regarding the Mid-
dle East, the two leaders lauded the call,
made at Sharm el-Sheikh, for an end to vio-
lence and resumed efforts toward peace. The
President also praised Bangladesh’s signifi-
cant commitment to international peace-
keeping. The Prime Minister assured the
President that Bangladesh will maintain this
commitment and will actively support a
United Nations Scale of Assessment reform
that will place that organization on a solid
financial footing. The two leaders discussed
their mutual interest in promoting greater
cooperation in regional fora, such as the
South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation (SAARC). The President pointed
to the settlement of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts conflict and the Ganges Water Shar-
ing Agreement as excellent examples of
peacemaking and dispute resolution in the
region.

The President expressed satisfaction that
Bangladesh was the first country in South
Asia to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty and reaffirmed the American inten-
tion to work for ratification of the Treaty at
its earliest possible date. Both leaders wel-
comed the work of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty Organization’s Preparatory Orga-
nization in establishing a seismic auxiliary sta-
tion in Chittagong. They welcomed the ex-
tension of our bilateral Peaceful Uses of Nu-
clear Energy Agreement. The Prime Min-
ister expressed Bangladesh’s interest in par-
ticipating in the United States’ program to
dispose of spent fuel.

The Prime Minister and President noted
with satisfaction the significant improvement
in U.S.-Bangladesh economic relations over
the last several years, in which continuing de-
velopment assistance has been accompanied
by a rapid increase of American investment
and an increase in bilateral trade. The Presi-
dent praised the rise of Bangladesh as a part-
ner in development, a supporter of private/
public partnerships, and a participant in the
world economy. The leaders emphasized the
positive effect the implementation of inves-
tor-friendly policies has on attracting foreign
investment. The Prime Minister and Presi-
dent welcomed progress on the conclusion
of negotiations on gas production and explo-
ration in east-central Bangladesh. Given the

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 04:16 Oct 25, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00052 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD23OC00.000 ATX006 PsN: ATX006



2515Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Oct. 19

important role that natural gas can play in
Bangladesh’s development, the two leaders
applauded the work of Petrobangla and the
United States Geological Survey in esti-
mating Bangladesh’s gas resources. The
Prime Minister stated that these resources
will be used to accelerate Bangladesh’s eco-
nomic development and improve the lives of
its people.

The Prime Minister stressed that the gar-
ment sector has been an engine of growth
in Bangladesh, providing employment to
nearly two million women. Considering the
importance of the textile sector in the econ-
omy of Bangladesh, the Prime Minister asked
the President to provide more preferential
access to Bangladeshi exports to the United
States.

The two leaders shared their common
commitment to continuing liberalization of
international trade within the context of the
World Trade Organization. Noting that the
efficiency of Bangladesh’s port facilities is a
critical factor in enhancing Bangladesh’s op-
portunities in world trade, the two leaders
welcomed progress in negotiations for build-
ing a new container port terminal and ex-
pressed the hope that an agreement could
be signed at an early date.

The two leaders discussed Bangladesh’s
potential in the field of information tech-
nology and the President invited Bangladesh
to participate as a partner country in the
Internet for Economic Development (IED)
Initiative. They pledged to work for the early
conclusion of a tax treaty between Ban-
gladesh and the United States. Finally, the
two leaders agreed to take steps to liberalize
air services.

The President voiced his strong support
for actions already underway in Bangladesh
to improve the lives of the working poor, es-
pecially women. The Prime Minister and
President expressed their joint commitment
to promote internationally recognized labor
rights and improve working conditions. They
noted with satisfaction the work of the Inter-
national Labor Organization in Bangladesh,
supported by the United States Department
of Labor. They recognized the pioneering
role played by Bangladesh in efforts to elimi-
nate child labor in the garment industry.
They agreed on the global need to fight child

labor and trafficking in women and children
and expressed confidence in new inter-
national and United States programs that will
address this issue in South Asia. The Presi-
dent applauded the Prime Minister’s com-
mitment to conclude the process of ratifica-
tion of ILO convention 182 this year. The
President encouraged the Prime Minister to
establish internationally-recognized labor
rights in its export processing zones, and af-
firmed the American commitment to assist
in this process.

The United States and Bangladesh agreed
to cooperate closely in the fight against inter-
national crime, narcotics trafficking and ter-
rorism. The two leaders agreed to build on
law enforcement cooperation with further
training and consultation, particularly in
combating crimes of violence against women.
They recognized the need for improvements
in Bangladesh’s police force and prisons and
agreed to explore ways in which police pro-
fessionalism and prison conditions could be
improved.

The President and Prime Minister noted
with satisfaction that progress has been made
toward the negotiation of an extradition trea-
ty and agreed to facilitate an early conclusion
of work on it.

On the environment, the leaders welcome
the establishment of a Tropical Forest Con-
servation Fund, the first of its kind in the
world, to enable bilateral debt relief to be
used to preserve unique ecosystems and pro-
tect the global environment.

They welcomed the signing of an agree-
ment to enable Bangladesh to participate in
the Global Learning and Observations to
Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) initia-
tive.

They welcomed the Clean Energy Agree-
ment signed by representatives of the two
governments.

The two leaders expressed concern at the
serious danger posed by arsenic contamina-
tion to the people of Bangladesh and noted
the United States Geological Survey’s work
on the arsenic groundwater problem in Ban-
gladesh, and the grants of the Trade and De-
velopment Agency and the National Science
Foundation to conduct research in this area.
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The two leaders encouraged cooperation
between Bangladesh business people and in-
vestors and their American counterparts. The
leaders remarked on the success of the newly
reestablished Peace Corps program in Ban-
gladesh and agreed to explore how this pro-
gram could be expanded. The Prime Min-
ister noted the interest of Bangladesh stu-
dents in expanding opportunities for higher
education in the United States. The Prime
Minister and the President paid tribute to
the contributions of Bangladesh immigrants
to the United States in improving our com-
mercial ties and cultural exchanges. Ban-
gladesh traditions, heritage, and talents are
a rich contribution to American life, further
enhancing the growing relationship between
our two societies.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics
Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 19, 2000

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order
12978, I declared a national emergency to
deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions of significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia, and the un-
paralleled violence, corruption, and harm
they cause in the United States and abroad.
The order blocks all property and interests
in property of foreign persons listed in an
Annex to the order, as well as persons deter-
mined to play a significant role in inter-
national narcotics trafficking centered in Co-
lombia, to materially assist in, or provide fi-
nancial or technological support for or goods
or services in support of, narcotics trafficking
activities of persons designated in or pursu-
ant to the order, or to be owned or controlled
by, or to act for or on behalf of, persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order. The
order also prohibits any transaction or deal-
ing by United States persons or within the
United States in such property or interests
in property. Because the activities of signifi-

cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia continue to threaten the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States and to cause unparalleled violence,
corruption, and harm in the United States
and abroad, the national emergency declared
on October 21, 1995, and the measures
adopted pursuant thereto to deal with that
emergency, must continue in effect beyond
October 21, 2000. Therefore, in accordance
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing the national emergency for 1 year
with respect to significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia. This notice
shall be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and transmitted to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 2000

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:30 p.m., October 19, 2000]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 20.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Narcotics Traffickers Centered in
Colombia
October 19, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 2000.
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